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Wolves restore nature’s 
    balance in Europe

Europäischer
Landwirtscha�sfonds für

die Entwicklung des
ländlichen Raums:

Hier investiert Europa in
die ländlichen Gebiete

MIT UNTERSTÜTZUNG VON BUND UND EUROPÄISCHER UNION

 In the 19th century the wolf almost 
disappeared in Europe. Without the wolf, 
the ecosystems changed. Today, there are 

more than 20,000 wolves in Europe. 
The wolf is returning to its territory 

and restoring nature’s balance. 

The predators golden jackal and fox will 
meet their natural enemy with the wolf.

The decreasing number of jackal and fox results in 
growing populations of rodents and birds. 

Overpopulation of deer results in 
overgrazing of willow and birch that 
are essential to the rivers in Europe. 

With the return of the wolf, this 
overpopulation will decrease to a 

balanced state. 

With the decreasing number of deer the beaver 
will find enough food along the rivers again. 

Beavers will no longer move into the agricultural 
fields and damage farmlands.

The beaver dams will give a home to many 
fish, amphibians and small rodents.

The wolf is almost the only natural enemy 
of the boar and will reduce the size of the 

boar population.  

Decreasing number of wild boar will reduce the raids of 
crop fields and the damage to farmland.

The scavengers nearly disappeared without the 
wolf-kills. Now that the wolf is back, the European 

ecosystem will become balanced again and 
scavengers will profit from the wolves’ left-overs. 


