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The 4 477 ha Hoverla Wilderness is part of Carpathian National 
Nature Park. The area preserves the natural state of the Carpathi-
an mountain landscapes, typical natural areas and large complex-
es of unique mixed and conifer forests with presence of the large 
carnivores (bear, wolf and lynx). Carpathian National Nature 
Park also includes Siniak Wilderness, which qualify to become a 
member of European Wilderness Network.

European Wilderness Quality Standard Audit System
The 4 477 ha Hoverla Wilderness was subject of a Quick-Audit 
in 2016 and meets the Bronze Wilderness Quality Standard. A 
European Wilderness Quality Standard Full-Audit is scheduled 
for 2020. The Wilderness has the potential to be enlarged.

Hoverla Wilderness, Ukraine

Wilderness information
Protected area Carpathian National Nature Park
Wilderness Hoverla Wilderness 
Country Ukraine
Size of the protected 
area 50 495 ha

Size of the  
Wilderness 4 477 ha

European  
Wilderness Quality 
Standard Audit

2016

Wilderness  
Uniqueness

The large contiguous areas of old conifer 
forest with presence of large carnivores 
and extensive alpine meadows

Number of visitors 
per year to the 
protected area

approx. 110 000
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Biodiversity
The Hoverla Wilderness is a large area with contiguous conifer 
forests. The Hoverla Wilderness contains rare, old, well protect-
ed forest. The peculiar and diverse landscape has a high number 
of rare species. The area provides a safe refuge for native popu-
lations of all typical Carpathian carnivors such as brown bear, 
wolf, wildcat and lynx.

Hoverla Wilderness hase been without any management inter-
vention for several decades, with the exeption of the surrounding 
Hoverla Peak, which is excluded from the Hoverla Wilderness. 

Wilderness Tourism Experience 
The Hoverla Wilderness is located ca 140 km from Uzhhorod 
and ca 40 km from Ivano-Frankivsk town. The area is accessi-
ble for cars and buses by an asphalt road. Close to the Hoverla 
Wilderness is the highest peak of Ukraine’s Carpathian Moun-
tains – Hoverla (2 061 m) attracting thousands of visitors every 
year. The rest of the Hoverla Wilderness is not accessible for the 
public.

Contact
Hoverla Wilderness 
Carpathian National Nature Park
Yaremche st. Vasyl Stus, 6, 
78 500, Yaremche, Ivano-Frankivsk region, Ukraine
Phone: +380 3434 22731
Website: www.cnnp.if.ua/en/ 
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European Wilderness Society 
Founded on more than 20 years of Wilderness work by our members, the European Wilderness Society is the only Pan-European, 
Wilderness and environmental advocacy non-profit, non-government organisation. 

It has a dedicated multi-cultural and experienced team of Wilderness and wildlife specialists, nature conservationists, researchers and 
scientists, tourism experts, marketing and business professionals, legal advisors and Wilderness advocates, whose mission is to: 

 X identify
 X designate
 X steward
 X promote

Europe’s last Wilderness, WILDCoasts, WILDForests, WILDIslands and WILDRivers. Here non-human intervention leads to open-ended, 
dynamic processes.

This is conveyed through a range of projects that facilitate Wilderness knowledge exchange, including education, culture and science, 
from local community through to scientific and governmental level.

European Wilderness Network 
The European Wilderness Network connects Europe’s wildest places. Certified by the European Wilderness Quality and Audit System, 
these unique areas host diverse wild ecosystems governed by dynamic open-ended processes, with no or minimum human-intervention. 
The Network includes, for example, Europe’s last primeval beech forests, the arctic tundra, and mountain landscapes in different climate 
conditions. It aims to promote Europe’s last Wilderness, WILDCoasts, WILDForests, WILDIslands and WILDRivers, with a comprehensive 
marketing strategy. The European Wilderness Network offers a platform to share Wilderness Stewardship best-practice examples and 
Wilderness research. It connects like-minded Wilderness managers and advocates and fosters the exchange of ideas and knowledge 
across Europe and the world through the European Wilderness Exchange Programme. 
For more information please see http://european-wilderness.network
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