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The 5 600 ha Königsbrücker Heide Wilderness is a large  
coherent nature conservation area, which provides good  
conditions for the re-naturalisation of previous military training 
grounds, with the potential to become a prime Wilderness in 
Germany. The Königsbrücker Heide Wilderness has not actively 
been managed for more than 15 years. It provides a unique expe-
rience of natural spontaneous dynamics and implementation of 
non-intervention management.

European Wilderness Quality Standard Audit System
The 5 600 ha Königsbrücker Heide Wilderness was subject of a 
Quick-Audit in 2014 and meets the Silver Wilderness Quality 
Standard. The European Wilderness Quality Standard Full-Audit 
is scheduled for 2020.

 

 
 

Königsbrücker Heide Wilderness, Germany

Wilderness information
Protected area Naturschutzgebiete Königsbrücker 

Heide
Wilderness Königsbrücker Heide Wilderness 
Country Germany
Size of the  
protected area 6 921 ha

Size of the  
Wilderness 5 600 ha

European  
Wilderness Quality 
Standard Audit

2014

Wilderness  
Uniqueness

High diversity in habitat types and 
abundance of plant and animal species. 
Formerly a military training ground, 
the large area has been left alone over 
the last 15 years for natural spontaneous 
development

Number of visitors 
per year to the 
protected area

approx. 93 000
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per year to the  
Wilderness

approx. 15 000
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Biodiversity
The Königsbrücker Heide Wilderness is located on the  
transition from hill to lowland landscapes and includes extreme-
ly dry, damp and wetland areas. This results in the diversity of 
habitats as well as abundance of plant and animal species. In 
the Königsbrücker Heide Wilderness live a certain number of  
threatened and endangered animals. For example, the area is  
repopulated by the wolf, the beaver and the otter. There is also a  
large population of roe and red deer, wild boar and red fox.  
Many bird species can be found in this area such as the hoopoe, 
kingfisher, the golden oriole and woodlark. A characteristic bird 
for Königsbrücker Heide Wilderness is the nightjar. Currently, 
there are around 100 nightjar breeding pairs in this area.

Wilderness Tourism Experience 
Königsbrücker Heide Wilderness is located approx. 30 km from 
Dresden and is accessible for cars and buses due to the good 
asphalt roads. The Königsbrücker Heide Wilderness inherited a 
network of road and scattered unexploded munition from the 
past military activities. Large amounts of this were removed, but 
due to safety reasons the area is not open for tourism.

Contact
Königsbrücker Heide Wilderness 
Königsbrücker Heide Nature Reserve 
Weißbacher Straße 30
01936 Königsbrück, Germany
Phone: +49 35795 4990 100
Website: http://www.koenigsbrueckerheide.eu
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European Wilderness Society 
Founded on more than 20 years of Wilderness work by our members, the European Wilderness Society is the only Pan-European, 
Wilderness and environmental advocacy non-profit, non-government organisation. 

It has a dedicated multi-cultural and experienced team of Wilderness and wildlife specialists, nature conservationists, researchers and 
scientists, tourism experts, marketing and business professionals, legal advisors and Wilderness advocates, whose mission is to: 

 X identify
 X designate
 X steward
 X promote

Europe’s last Wilderness, WILDCoasts, WILDForests, WILDIslands and WILDRivers. Here non-human intervention leads to open-ended, 
dynamic processes.

This is conveyed through a range of projects that facilitate Wilderness knowledge exchange, including education, culture and science, 
from local community through to scientific and governmental level.

European Wilderness Network 
The European Wilderness Network connects Europe’s wildest places. Certified by the European Wilderness Quality and Audit System, 
these unique areas host diverse wild ecosystems governed by dynamic open-ended processes, with no or minimum human-intervention. 
The Network includes, for example, Europe’s last primeval beech forests, the arctic tundra, and mountain landscapes in different climate 
conditions. It aims to promote Europe’s last Wilderness, WILDCoasts, WILDForests, WILDIslands and WILDRivers, with a comprehensive 
marketing strategy. The European Wilderness Network offers a platform to share Wilderness Stewardship best-practice examples and 
Wilderness research. It connects like-minded Wilderness managers and advocates and fosters the exchange of ideas and knowledge 
across Europe and the world through the European Wilderness Exchange Programme. 
For more information please see http://european-wilderness.network
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